AT DHUFAR

while all men whispered that he was a foundling child of
low Shahari origin that a mountain torrent had swept
down in a summer freshet.2 Salim's eyes, as became his
eighty years, were growing dim, though they were still
capable of a twinkle when he begged in secret for an
aphrodisiac. At other times, as now, he showed a wider
interest in mankind. 'Are any of the nations at war,
Sahib ?* 'What has happened to the Germans ?' And, cAre
the Italiyamyin your friends ?'

Dhufar's propinquity to Somaliland and Italian influence
in the Yemen may account for the fact that the Italians
loom larger in their minds than any other Europeans, and
I have never heard aught but good spoken of them and
their administration.

And now a mountain shaikh at my side was brightening
the conversation.

'Why are you such big men, and we so much smaller?'

'Perhaps on account of our soil and air/ I said.

'But Allahu 'Alim (God is the knower) we are much
smaller than our forefathers. Look at their graves at Khor
Ruri - twenty paces long. They were that great.'

'God is the knower,' I returned, being careful not to
offend religious susceptibilities, for one commentator on
the Qur'an gives Adam's height as thirty-six feet, and
other patriarchs in proportion (a figure modest in com-
parison with those given by others). 'Is it not God's
mercy ?'

1 The Four Seasons of the Year are called:

Kkarif: July to September- the rain months*
Surub: October to December.
Shitta: January to March,
Al Gaidh: April to June.
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